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At the start of term members of the eco -club voted on what new topics they would like the 

school to work on as part of their eco-schools’ involvement. Members voted for the topics 

“biodiversity” and “marine”. 

 

Waste 

Crisp Packet Recycling 

Over the last year the school has improved its recycling and 

composting. This term we have started recycling more, by taking 

part in the crisp packet recycling scheme run by Walkers Crisp and 

Terracycle.  

Staff and pupils can bring their empty packets of crisps to school 

and place them in the crisp recycling box. These packets will then 

be dropped off at a local collection point in Emersons Green. The 

crisp packets will be cleaned and shredded to turn them into 

plastic pellets. These pellets will then be transformed into park 

benches, plant pots, watering cans and bags. 

Waste Week 

During 25-29 March the school took part in the Eco School’s Waste Week. This year the 

focus was on plastic waste. Members of eco club had prepared fact cards which they read 

out to the school about plastic waste. Some of the facts were shocking and sad “More than 

50 plastic bottles litter each mile of UK beaches” but others were positive like “Scientist and 

inventors are investigating all sorts of solutions to plastic waste from creating new types of 

compostable plastic, to converting plastic waste into hydrogen fuel to power cars”. 

Pupil were also challenged to have a packed lunch with zero plastic waste. 
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Biodiversity 

Wapley Bushes Nature Reserve 

During February half term we went to Wapley 

Bushes Nature Reserve to take part in tree planting 

and Litter Picking. We met with a group of local 

volunteers who brought along some young trees and 

planting equipment, including spades and mallets. 

Although we did find some litter such as drink 

bottles, chocolate wrappers and cans we were 

pleased that there was a lot less than we have found 

on previous walks.  

During the morning the group planted 35 trees. All 

the trees were native British trees. We were planting 

trees to help wildlife there. Trees like the Rowen and 

Cherry will provide food for the birds. One of the 

reasons we were planting trees there was in case the 

Ash Dieback disease reaches the woods. Many of the 

trees here are Ash, so the woods would become very 

sparse if these trees all died and were not replaced 

with others. The group planted several different 

trees. One of the organisers explained to us that the 

reason for planting a variety of trees is to safeguard 

the woods for the future. Having more biodiversity 

in the woods means that if a future tree disease damaged a certain species of tree, than the 

majority of trees would still survive. Each tree we planted had to have a tube placed around 

it supported by a wooden pole. It was important to place the tube over the young tree to 

prevent deer nibling at it or people accidently damaging it. 

By Charlie and Molly 

 

 

Bird Food 

This term members of Eco Club and pupils in Mrs Harding’s 

class have made bird cakes. Pupils mixed sunflower seeds, 

millet, split peas, wheat, split maize and red dari with 

vegetable fat to make a high energy treats for wild birds. 

The mixture was placed into small pots around a piece of 

string and placed in the fridge to help set. Pupils then took 

the bird cakes home to hang out in their gardens. Pigeons, 



blue tits, crows, magpies, black birds and sparrows were spotted by pupils feeding from the 

cake. 

Bug Hotel 

In the middle of March one Monday morning, Mrs. Harding’s class, Mrs. Gulliford’s class and 
a few older kids walked up to Pansy Vale. (Molly, Alfie and Rufus were the older kids – we 
picked three names out of a hat because lots of older ones wanted to go). 
 
Pansy Vale is opposite Watnot, so we didn’t have far to walk. The reason we were going 
there was to help make a Bug Hotel. We met some people there and one of them had made 
a frame and we put pipes, bark, straw, bricks and lots of other things into the frame. It was a 
bit like a massive 3D jigsaw puzzle to try and fit everything in neatly, but still have gaps so 
the bugs can get in and make a home. 
 
Charlie made a bug sandpit and a trampoline and Ella made a see-saw: what a luxury hotel! 
 
We enjoyed being able to help the local environment and are looking forward to planting 
flowers with the Westerleigh flower committee soon. 
 
By Tilda  
 
 

 

 

 

 



Marine 

This term eco club learnt about some of the things that are damaging marine life. We learnt 

that micro beads are tiny plastic particles found in many beauty products. They are not 

biodegradable. Sadly, they find their way into the oceans where sea creatures absorb or eat 

them. The microbeads pass along the marine food chain, therefore if people eat fish, it is 

likely that they absorb some of the plastic chemicals from the food.  

We also learnt about bycatch. Bycatch happens in fishing when there is incidental capture of 

non-target species such as dolphins, marine turtles and seabirds. Everyday thousands of 

miles of net and lines are set in the oceans. They are efficient at catching the desired fish 

species but also catch other animals. Sadly, a large amount of marine life is hauled up with 

the catch and discarded overboard dead or dying. 

Globally more than 300,000 whales, dolphins and porpoises are killed per year after being 

caught in fishing gear. As many as 200,000 loggerhead sea turtles and 50,000 leatherback 

sea turtles are ‘accidentally’ caught annually. 

Rebekah presented to the eco-club some of the facts she had found out about how humans 

are damaging marine life. The eco-club plan to learn more about the damages caused to 

marine life and share with the rest of the school. 

 

Healthy Living 

Hydration 

This term in assembly years 5-9 have been 

covering a topic on hydration. We looked at why 

water is the best option for your body and why 

you need it to concentrate and fully function. 

Then we split up into four groups for a 10-minute 

poster challenge. We had a PowerPoint to look at 

and we chose some of the facts and illustrations 

to copy out, as well as including the knowledge 

we already had. At the end of the session we 

presented our posters to the group and voted on 

the best. Kyra, Miyah and Tallulah’s posters won. 

Now all the posters have been put up around the 

school for everyone to read. 

The whole school has been encouraged to have 

their water bottles at their desks throughout the 

day to help them drink more water. 

By Molly and Kyra 



 

 

Litter 

In March we took part in the annual “Big Spring 
Clean Campaign” by carrying out several litter 
picks. One day some of the pupils went on a litter 
picking trek around Westerleigh to try and help 
keep the verges and hedges clear of rubbish. It is 
surprising how much can accumulate even in a 
small village like Westerleigh and the children 
managed to fill several bags with rubbish.  
 
“There was SO much litter it was awful! We 
even found a part of a car wheel, a whole 
sandwich and a full bottle of milk!?” 

Tilda 
 
 
Other pupils carried out litter picks in the playground, removing rubbish that had blown in 
from the main road. Members of the den building club picked up litter around Wapley 
Bushes nature reserve on several occasions.  
 
Isaac took part in a litter pick at Gordano school alongside members of his church. 
 

 

Other Eco Topics 

Eco Worriers books 

 

Charlie and I have recently finished reading a series of books called 

eco Worriers by Kathryn Lamb. They are about two girls, Lola and 

Evie whose mission is to save the planet alongside helping their 

friends and family by becoming more eco. Throughout the series 

they tackle different problems such as deforestation, plastic 

pollution, sustainable food sourcing and climate change. The 

books are humorous as well as factual as the girls face friendships 

and rivalries. There is always an eco-fact at the end of each 

chapter. The series has helped us learn a lot and was really fun to 

read. 

By Molly 
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Caring for Mountain Environments 

In Topic this term we have been finding out about Mountains. One day we learnt about the 
good things about tourists visiting the mountains and what bad things are.  
 
Some of the damage can be caused by people not going on the path and also too many 
people mean there are too many hotels, restaurants and cafes which spoils the landscape. 
 
There is also the problem of litter which tourists may leave, this can be dangerous for 
animals and spoils the natural environment. 
 
Some of the good things on the other hand are that they might help by collecting rubbish 
and put thing in bin. Wardens and volunteers can help protect the wildlife. Did you know 
Mr. Rawlings is a Cotswold warden, he helps build walls and look after stiles.  
 
So, if you are ever visiting the mountains, remember:  

• Always take your litter home with you 

• Don’t pick wild flowers 

• Stick to paths (if there is one) to stop erosion 
 
By Tilda  
 
 
In March some of the children and 

their families took a trip to Wales to 

walk up Pen Y Fan 

 
Rufus and Tilda climbing Pen Y Fan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the summit of Pen Y Fan 

 


